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FAFSA & CADAA Submission Trends

2022 2021 Annual Change % change

Overall (including grad students)
524,531 731,526 -206,995 -28.3

Total Undergrads
485,996 661,765 -175,769 -26.6

Dream Act Applicants
6,012 7,585 -1,573 -20.7

First-Time Undergrads
197,071 223,051 -25,980 -11.6

*Year over year totals as of November 25th
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Undergraduate Applications by Age
Age 2022 2021 Annual Change % change

Age 17 & under 151,863 171,208 -19,345 -11.3

Age 18-19 134,131 182,535 -48,404 -26.5

Age 20-24 98,372 152,555 -54,183 -35.5

Age 25-29 38,303 64,608 -26,305 -40.7

Age 30+ 63,327 90,859 -27,532 -30.3
*Year over year totals as of November 25th
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Undergraduate Applications, by EFC

2022 2021 Annual Change % change

EFC 0 153,506 235,890 -82,384 -34.9

EFC 1-5k 100,037 148,998 -48,961 -32.9

EFC 5k-10k 39,776 56,721 -16,945 -29.9

EFC 10k-25k 59,220 78,352 -19,132 -24.4

EFC OVR 25k 92,576 107,497 -14,921 -13.9
*Year over year totals as of November 25th
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Undergraduate Applications, by Segment

2022 2021 Annual Change % change

CCC 119,086 176,114 -57,028 -32.4

CSU 101,343 145,509 -44,166 -30.4

UC 57,794 69,064 -11,270 -16.3

FOR-PROF 15,283 17,126 -1,843 -10.8

PRIV-IND 36,277 48,617 -12,340 -25.4
*Year over year based as of November 25th on segment of first listed college in application

DRSP Committee December 1, 2021 
Distributed on 11/30/2021



First-Time Undergrad, by Segment

2022 2021 Annual Change % change

CCC 24,898 28,240 -3,342 -11.8

CSU 27,652 33,417 -5,765 -17.3

UC 29,380 30,302 -922 -3.0

FOR-PROF 1,340 1,649 -309 -18.7

PRIV-IND 19,262 21,934 -2,672 -12.2

*Year over year based as of November 25th on segment of first listed college in application
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Race to Submit Summary
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Fraudulent(‘Bot’) Applications

• About 14,000 applications since October 1st appear to be related to 
fraudulent activity (also known as ‘Bot’ applications’)

• These applications often list a California Community College (as college of 
application), usually show up as ‘first-time’ applicants, birthdate of age 30+, 
no reported income and invalid contact information.

• These applications began to appear in the late spring/summer of this year 
and have continued to appear into the Fall.
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FAFSA & CADAA Submission Trend
Summary

• Early cycle FAFSA/CADAA applications are down year over year among 
all undergraduates. Dream Act applications also are down year over 
year.

• Applications are down across all education segments and student age 
groups, with the largest year over year decreases at CCC & CSU 
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Other Summary Information to Date

• AY2021 Competitive paid rate 75.0% (9,748 of 13,000) compared to 
57.8% (23,699 of 41,000) this time last year

• AY2021 Middle Class Scholarship Offered Awardees is 60,077, 87.6% 
paid rate
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Engage with us on Social Media

@CAStudentAid

@CAStudentAid

https://www.facebook.com/calstudentaid

https://www.linkedin.com/in/california-
student-aid-commission-69978764

https://www.youtube.com/user/CaStudentAid
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