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Year Over Year FAFSA & CADAA Submission Trends

2023 2022 Annual Change % change

All Applicants 1,209,495 1,145,227 64,268 5.6

First-Time 322,830 274,668 48,162 17.5

Dream Act 
Applicants 24,645 25,877 -1,232 -4.8

*Year over year change as of March 2nd
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All Applications by Age
Age 2023 2022 Annual Change % change

Age 17 & under 233,906 198,893 35,013 17.6

Age 18-19 306,012 282,299 23,713 8.4

Age 20-24 328,841 328,139 702 0.2

Age 25-29 138,196 141,468 -3,272 -2.3

Age >= 30 202,540 194,428 8,112 4.2

*Year over year change as of March 2nd
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All Applications by EFC

EFC 2023 2022 Annual Change % change

EFC 0 424,374 396,052 28,322 7.2

EFC 1-5k 263,909 260,538 3,371 1.3

EFC 5k-10k 108,758 106,581 2,177 2.0

EFC 10k-25k 146,754 142,838 3,916 2.7

EFC OVR 25k 163,868 152,418 11,450 7.5
*Year over year change as of March 2nd
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Total Undergrad Applications by Segment

Segment 2023 2022 Annual Change % change

CCC 416,195 369,801 46,394 12.5

CSU 261,182 257,551 3,631 1.4

UC 144,202 141,540 2,662 1.9

FOR-PROF 38,455 34,903 3,552 10.2

PRIV-IND 65,594 62,455 3,139 5.0
*Year over year change as of March 2nd

CA Student Aid Commission March 9, 2023



 

First-Time Undergrad Applications by Segment
Segment 2023 2022 Annual Change % change

CCC 123,507 92,669 30,838 33.3

CSU 70,276 62,130 8,146 13.1

UC 54,831 51,082 3,749 7.3

FOR-PROF 3,242 2,686 556 20.7

PRIV-IND 25,264 21,972 3,292 15.0

*Year over year change as of March 2nd
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FAFSA & CADAA Submission Trend
Summary

• Overall FAFSA/CADAA applications are up year over year 
• Applications for first-time entering students are up year over year
• Dream Act applications are down year over year
• Total applications are up at all higher education segments
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FAFSA & CADAA Submission Trends Compared to Prior years

2023 2022 2021 2020 2019 2018

FAFSA 1,184,850
↑

1,119,350
↓

1,250,814
↑

1,205,900
↓

1,278,354 1,318,784

Dream Act 
Applicants

24,645
↓

30,793
↓

31,247
↓

35,150
↓

35,176
↓

37,435

% Change to AY 23 - 5.2% -5.7% -2.5% -7.9% -10.8%

*Year over year change as of March 2nd
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New Filers (potential HS Entitlement)
FAFSA & CADAA Submission Trends Compared to Prior years

2023 2022 2021 2020 2019 2018

FAFSA 316,325
↑

268,425
↓

272,005
↓

291,077
↓

294,649
↓

301,327

Dream Act 
Applicants

6,505
↑

6,243
↓

6,727
↓

9,827
↓

10,128
↓

11,608

% Change to AY 23 - 17.5% 15.8% 7.3% 5.9% 3.2%

*Year over year change as of March 2nd
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Race to Submit Summary

*as of 
March 5
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Race to Submit Summary

• Submitted and completed FAFSA/Dream Act Applications among high 
school seniors are up significantly compared to last year 

• Cal Grant awards are also up among seniors since last year 
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High School Entitlement (E1) Offers

2023-24 2022-23

FAFSA 129,121 116,985 10.4%

CADAA 3,725 3,691 0.9%

Total 132,846 120,676 10.1%

*Year over year change – March 3, 2023 compared to March 4, 2022

CA Student Aid Commission March 9, 2023



What’s Next?

• “All In” Momentum Points
• After High School Graduations (June)
• September 2 Deadline for CCC Entitlement
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