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2024-2025 
FAFSA 

Key Changes
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Number of questions dropped from 108 to 46. Questions removed:
 Housing choices
 Selective Service
 Drug Conviction
 Taxable income questions removed from online FAFSA

Students can list up to 20 colleges

Online FAFSA available in 11 most common languages spoken in U.S.

Paid preparation no longer permitted

Fewer FAFSAs selected for verification

Su m m a r y  o f Ke y  Ap p lic a t io n  Ch a n g e s  
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Less aid for families with multiple children in college
 Number of children in college at the same time will no 

longer affect eligibility for federal need-based aid
− Small impact on low-income families
− Big impact on middle-income and high-income 

families

Net value of businesses and farms of any size 
counted as an asset
 Prior to 2024-25, less than 100 employee businesses and 

farms not counted

Financial Aid Formula Changes
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Greater eligibility for the maximum Federal Pell Grant
 Single Parent: AGI < 225% of the poverty guideline
 Not Single Parent: < 175% of the poverty guideline

More financial aid for single parent households. Two 
types:
 Dependent students with just one parent
 Independent students who are single parents

More student and parent income will be sheltered from 
the financial aid formula

More Federal Aid for Single Parents
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N e w  Te r m s  

CONSENT

• Role based completion – student, parent, other  parent, student spouse
• All contributors will need a FSA ID
• Parents who are not US Citizens or permanent residents will be able to 

create an FSA ID

STUDENT AID INDEX
• Expected Family Contribution (EFC) changes to Student Aid 

Index (SAI). SAI could be as low as -$1,500
• New Pell Grant determination and formula that will expand 

eligibility by using the AGI, household type and size and federal 
poverty guidelines. 

CONTRIBUTORS

• All students and contributors must provide consent for federal 
tax data to be transferred, used and shared.

• If a required contributor refuses to provide their information, it 
will result in an incomplete FAFSA form, and the student will 
become ineligible for federal student aid.
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Fe d e r a l Ta x  In fo r m a t io n  (FTI)

• Direct Data Exchange to import applicant, parent, parent 
spouse, and/or student spouse FTI from the IRS.

• All contributors must consent to the use of their FTI on 
the FAFSA, even non -filers.

• Consent to redisclose to state entities, institutions, and 
scholarship organizations

• Only contributors may only see their own FTI

• Contributors can manually enter income and tax data 
manually on the FAFSA, but it will be rejected until 
consent is given.
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FAFSA Demo
August 17, 2023

Dependent 
Student
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FAFSA D e m o  Sc r e e n  Sh o t  – W e lc o m e   
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FAFSA D e m o  Sc r e e n  Sh o t  -  Co n t r ib u t o r s  
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FAFSA D e m o  Sc r e e n  Sh o t  – W h a t  t o  Ex p e c t  
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FAFSA D e m o  Sc r e e n  Sh o t  – Co n s e n t  & S ig n  
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F AF S A D e m o  S c r e e n  S h o t  – D e p e n d e n t  P e r s o n a l Cir c u m s t a n c e s
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FAFSA D e m o  Sc r e e n  Sh o t  – In v it e  P a r e n t s  
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FAFSA D e m o  Sc r e e n  Sh o t  – In v it e  P a r e n t s  
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FAFSA D e m o  Sc r e e n  Sh o t  – P a r e n t s  Sc r e e n  
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FAFSA D e m o  Sc r e e n  Sh o t  – Co n g r a t u la t io n s
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FSA ID
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The FSA ID is a digital signature used to:
 Sign the FAFSA, and Master Promissory 

Notes (Direct and Parent PLUS Loans) 
 Access Federal Student Aid websites

Student Parent

Each person creates their own FSA ID with SSN and Date of 
Birth

(SSN no longer needed for parents who are not U.S. citizens)

Fe d e r a l S t u d e n t  Aid  (FSA) ID  
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https://studentaid.gov/fsa-id/create-account/launch


FSA ID  – Un d o c u m e n t e d  P a r e n t s

• Impact to mixed status families
• Current process – parents without an SSN can’t create 

an FSA ID, but would submit a paper signature page

• 2024 -25 – parents will be required to create an FSA ID

• FSA – verification through TransUnion

• If TransUnion not available, a process called “ID 
Proofing”  or “knowledge -based identity” questions 
could become available

• No final process has been released.
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CSAC Better 
FAFSA, Better 
CADAA Efforts
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CSAC Te a m s

1 FAFSA IMPLEMENTATION (TECHNICAL)
Te ch n ica l sp e c ifica t io n s fro m  FAFSA & ISIR ch a n g e s a re  
u p d a t e d  in  Gra n t  De live ry Syst e m  t o  a cce p t  
a p p lica t io n s a n d  p ro ce ss a w a rd s.

2 BETTER CADAA ENHANCEMENTS

3 BETTER FAFSA PREPARATION

Alig n  a p p lica t io n  t o  a ll FAFSA ch a n g e s a n d
in co rp o ra t e  re co m m e n d a t io n s fro m  
u n d o cu m e n t e d  w o rkg ro u p

De ve lo p  a n d  u p d a t e  co m m u n ica t io n s, t ra in in g , 
m a t e ria ls, a n d  re so u rce s t o  su p p o rt  st u d e n t s a n d  t h e ir 
fa m ilie s; h ig h  sch o o l co u n se lo rs a n d  e d u ca t o rs; co lle g e  
fin a n c ia l a id  a d m in ist ra t o rs a n d  p ro fe ssio n a ls; a n d  
e xt e rn a l co m m u n it y p a rt n e rs.
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An n u a l St a t e w id e  Fin a n c ia l Aid  W o rk s h o p s  (ASFAW )

• Events.com registration: 2023 -2024 Annual Statewide Financial Aid Workshops

• 60 In -Person Workshops and 5 Virtual Workshops scheduled for August through 
November

• Additional events in January and February after release of FAFSA/CADAA

• Currently over 9,000 registered for in -person and virtual sessions

• Focus on changes to FAFSA and CADAA, Cal Grant Reform, the success of All in 
for FAFSA/CA Dream Act, and how to continue with year 2

• First in person training was with Riverside County Office of Education on 8/31 
and 9/1
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https://events.com/r/en_US/registration/2023-2024-annual-statewide-financial-aid-workshops-rancho-cordova-august-891393


Ed u c a t o r  a n d  P ro fe s s io n a l Re s o u rc e s

1 Operations Memos and Special Alerts
• Communications centered on the upcoming changes around the 2024 -25 financial aid 

applications
• Released GOM 2023 -13 in May 2023 and GSA 2023 -47 on September 5, 2023
• Next communication scheduled in the Fall as more information becomes available

2 Better FAFSA & CADAA Landing Page for Educators
• On CSAC homepage with a dedicated landing page for Better FAFSA, Better CADAA
• Upcoming key dates, milestones, targeted resources and events
• Resources from FSA, NCAN, and other partners

4

3 Better FAFSA & CADAA  Bulletin/Newsletter
• Periodic bulletin sent to list serve recipients with updates, best practices, and reminders of 

upcoming training events
• Content of bulletin will be embedded in the e -mail communication
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https://www.csac.ca.gov/sites/main/files/file-attachments/gom_2023-13.pdf?1684453004
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.csac.ca.gov%2Fspecial-alerts&data=05%7C01%7Ctae.kang%40csac.ca.gov%7C300e1966fdfe44fe9e7308dbae37b6ff%7C0813557df08148d4a5b7aa30aacd839a%7C0%7C0%7C638295326568501520%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Jm0JmIkpkRt%2FLZI3kCB451L5wqlb6Od%2B%2FX%2BvFYEMWJk%3D&reserved=0


Be t t e r  FAFSA, Be t t e r  CADAA La n d in g  P a g e
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St u d e n t  Co m m u n ic a t io n s

• Inform of the changes to the FAFSA for the 2024 -25 sch oo l ye a r a n d  
e n h a n ce m e n t s t o  CADAA. 

• Provid e  t h e  n e w  d e a d lin e  fo r b o t h  Be t t e r FAFSA a n d  Be t t e r CADAA. 
• Re m in d  st u d e n t s t o  con firm  t h e ir FSA ID a n d  a d d  a n y n e w  

con t rib u t o rs if a p p lica b le

NEW STUDENTS (High school seniors)
• Using submitted GPA data
• Provide the new deadline for both Better FAFSA and Better CADAA. 
• Encourage students to complete their FSA ID requirement for all 

contributors before the FAFSA opening
• Promote the Cash for College webinars starting on January 2024. 

CURRENT STUDENTS (Renewals)
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Th a n k  y o u !

@ C A S TU D E N TA ID

VISIT US AT WWW.CSAC.CA.GOV
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