
Ca lifo r n ia  D r e a m  Ac t  Ap p lic a t io n  Up d a t e

STUD EN T IMP ACT, O UTREACH  AN D  CO MMUN ICATIO N S CO MMITTEE
N O VEMB ER 29 , 20 23

SIOC Committee Presented on November 29, 2023



Un d o c u m e n t e d  S t u d e n t  Affo r d a b ilit y  W o r k g r o u p

June – Nov 2022
• CSAC/The Raben Group convened workgroup
• Comprised of CSAC Commissioners, CSAC staff, financial aid 

administrators, Legal service organizations,  undocu student 
liaisons, students, policy experts

• Discuss challenges undocu students face in the financial aid 
process

• Identify targeted solutions to streamline and expand 
financial aid opportunities at each step

March 2023
• Report published, “Renewing the Dream – Improving 

Financial Aid and College Affordability for California’s 
Undocumented Students”
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CAD AA En h a n c e m e n t s : P r im a r y  D r iv e r s

CADAA Enhancements FAFSA Changes
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CAD AA Ro llo u t : Cu r r e n t  S t a t u s
CADAA 

ENHANCEMENTS

Requirements

Design

Development

User Testing

Rollout
(same day as 

FAFSA)

• Question and Help text 
(Finalized)

• Application Logic (In progress)

• Final versions of Cal ISIR layout 
(ISIR layout finalized on 
11/27/23)
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CAD AA
En h a n c e m e n t s
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Te x t  Me s s a g e  O p t -In

CSAC Us e  On ly  - No t  Sh a r e d  w it h  Sc h o o ls
• Financial aid reminders and updates sent via text message
• Allows CSAC to reach students through more direct means
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Ra c e / Et h n ic it y / Ge n d e r

CSAC Us e  On ly  - No t  Sh a r e d  w it h  Sc h o o ls
• Optional – students can select “Prefer not to answer”
• Answers will not impact a student’s financial aid eligibility
• Used for CSAC Research Purposes Only
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P r im a r y  La n g u a g e  Sp o k e n  a t  Ho m e

CSAC Us e  On ly  - No t  Sh a r e d  
w it h  Sc h o o ls
• Optional – students can select “Prefer 

not to answer”
• Answers will not impact a student’s 

financial aid eligibility
• Used for CSAC Research Purposes Only
• Will allow CSAC to develop future 

communication and outreach 
campaigns in multiple languages
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In t e r e s t e d  in  D r e a m  Ac t  Se r v ic e  In c e n t iv e  Gr a n t

An s w e r  Sh a r e d  w it h  Co lle g e s
• Promote one of CSAC’s newest programs, catering to CADAA filers
• Responses are captured and shared with selected college(s)
• CSAC DSIG staff and colleges can send targeted outreach efforts to interested students
• Students can still apply for DSIG if they initially indicate “No” or “Don’t Know” on CADAA
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AB  5 4 0  Affid a v it
Assembly Bill 1540
• 09/07/2023: Passed in Senate (40 – 0)
• 09/12/2023: Passed in Assembly (70 – 1)
• 10/08/2023: Governor Newsom signed into law

What does bill do?
• Integrate AB 540 affidavit questions into CADAA application
• Addresses a common barrier in the financial aid process – missing affidavit
• Sets the stage for a more streamlined process – one less step students need to take
• Responses are captured and shared only with selected colleges
• Sharing of affidavit within the college is allowed (i.e. other departments that require it)
• Goal = ensure students are not required to submit multiple affidavits
• Colleges will continue to be the final arbiters of AB 540 eligibility

How will it function?

Student:
As of today, do 

you have a 
valid U Visa?

Student:
Answers AB 

540 Qs

CSAC:
Collects AB 

540 Answers

Cal ISIR:
AB 540 flags

Student:
AB 540 
affidavit 

(addendum to 
Cal SAR)

Institutions:
AB 540 Report 

(Display 
student Q/A)

Collected by CSAC Outputs to Schools/Students
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P a r e n t  S ig n a t u r e  P r o c e s s
23/24 and Prior 24/25
Student Signs CADAA Student Signs CADAA
Student logs out Parent signature captured within 

same login session (No PIN 
needed)

Parent applies or requests for 
Parent PIN

CADAA is considered complete

Parent signs CADAA using 4-digit 
PIN
CADAA is considered complete

Ot h e r  k e y  p o in t s  
• Parent signature “card” will remain
• Reducing the frequency of parental signature – only when parental 

data is changed  
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P a r e n t  a n d  s t u d e n t  a r e  p r e s e n t
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O n ly  s t u d e n t  is  p r e s e n t

Submit button enabled for 
student submission

Parent signature captured using 
Parent Signature Card
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CAD AA Ve r ific a t io n

01 CSAC ra n d o m ly se le c t s  2 0 %  o f CADAA file rs  fo r ve rific a t io n . Th is  
h a s  re m a in e d  u n c h a n g e d  s in c e  20 13

0 2 Sin c e  t h e  COVID-19  p a n d e m ic , Fe d e ra l St u d e n t  Aid  h a s  a d ju s t e d  
t h e ir a lg o rit h m , a n d  is  se le c t in g  fe w e r  FAFSAs  fo r ve rific a t io n . 
Do w n w a rd  t re n d  is  like ly t o  c o n t in u e  fo r t h e  20 24 -25 a p p lic a t io n  
ye a r

0 3 Ve rific a t io n  a s  a n  a d m in is t r a t ive  b u rd e n ? Nu m e ro u s  s t u d ie s  o n  
FAFSA ve rific a t io n  h a ve  sh o w n  m in im a l c h a n g e s  t o  e lig ib ilit y 
w h e n  se le c t e d  fo r ve rific a t io n

0 4 CADAA w ill n o t  re ly o n  fin a n c ia l t a x d a t a  b e in g  im p o rt e d  
a u t o m a t ic a lly. St u d e n t s  w ill c o n t in u e  t o  e n t e r in fo rm a t io n  
m a n u a lly. So m e  le ve l o f CADAA ve r ific a t io n  is  s t ill n e c e s s a ry

0 5 CSAC is  e va lu a t in g  t h e  CADAA ve rific a t io n  p ro c e ss  – Re d u c e  t h e  
p e rc e n t a g e  o f CADAA a p p lic a n t s  s e le c t e d  fo r  ve r ific a t io n
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